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March 2025 Newsletter
Welcome to the Community Futures Heartland and White Horse Plains Newsletter.

Here you can find out information for your business, upcoming seminars, and events.

Heartland Website White Horse Plains Website

EDAM Awards Open
The EDAM 2025 Awards are now open for nominations. Please
consider nominating yourself or a colleague. Please also share this
information widely in your networks - we look forward to celebrating
our industry leaders!

A nomination form can be found at bit.ly/2024edamawards
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Destination Business
CF White Horse Plains and CF Heartland recently hosted the
Destination Business Marketing Boot Camp at the Microtel Inns &
Suites in Portage.

Congratulations to our recent graduates in Portage La Prairie for
successfully completing the Destination Creation course with our
incredible facilitator, Christina Birch!

Every participant in this cohort was truly amazing — engaged,
passionate, and ready to take their marketing to the next level. We
can’t wait to see how you put your new insights and strategies into
action with your newfound "Destination" language!

Here’s to building thriving businesses and stronger communities!



Headingley Chamber of Commerce
Alana, Michelle & Penny recently attended the Headingley & District
Chamber of Commerce luncheon held at Jim's Vintage Garages
Heritage Museum. 
 
Ross Metcalf started the time off with an incredible tour of the
museum! There is a large collection of automotive and petroleum
memorabilia and Ross had incredible stories and facts to share with
the group. A huge thank you! If you are ever in the area, check out
this historic gem.

Also as guest speaker, we had the Headingley Fire Chief, John
Sparham. It was really interesting to listen and learn all about the way
the fire department works, the number of call outs and the ways in the
community that they are otherwise involved.   
HFD members are community members who are committed to be
there when we need them. HFD is a "paid-on-call" service, Members
are always on call, they live in or work in our community. This is not
their full time job. It was great to hear all about these very important
members of the community. Thanks so much John for taking the time
to join us.



Above: Ross Metcalf from Jim's Vintage Garages Heritage Museum. 

Below: Chamber members enjoying a good meal and great company
at the monthly meeting.



Below: John Sparham, Headingley Fire Chief.

Knowledge for Non-profits
Volunteers are the backbone of the non-profit and charitable
sectors. The communities we serve have so many very valuable Non-
Profit Organizations.



We want to help these organizations and their incredible volunteers to
increase the effectiveness and efficiency of their organizations. 

March 19 - Roles & Responsibilities of a Non-Profit Board
will be offered from the comfort of your own home via Zoom. This
will start at 6pm and run for approximately 2 hours. 

March 26 - Financial Responsibilities of a Non-Profit Board
will be offered while you sit in your favorite chair at home via
Zoom. Start time will be 6pm and end by 8pm.

There will be no cost to these sessions.

To register email penny@cfheartland.ca  Prior to the event, you will
receive your calendar invite.

Austin Chamber of Commerce AGM
Penny was pleased to be a guest at the Austin & District Chamber of
Commerce Annual General Meeting on February 25 alongside one
hundred community and neighboring community people. 

The chamber members showed off their beautiful community hall, in
particular the incredible kitchen! From this kitchen came a beautiful
roast beef dinner, cooked to perfection with all the trimmings as well
as a multitude of dessert choices. Every bite was melt in your mouth
goodness.

Stuart Olmstead spoke to the crowded room about the Chamber of
Commerce Insurance program.

We also had Cathy Snelgrove & Jeff Roziere, authors of “You couldn’t
have told me before I started my Business”.

mailto:penny@cfheartland.ca


150 Women Who Care
CF Heartland and CF Whitehorse Plains were honoured to once again
support the 150 Women Who Care Event. Part of our mission is to



develop the economic growth for the communities that we serve, so
giving back to the non-profits that serve our communities is a great
way to foster growth. We wanted all of the non-profit groups to leave a
winner for all the determination and hard work they put forth on behalf
of their organizations, so we kept with our tradition of presenting the
four Runner Up NPO’s with $1,000.00 for their cause. After all, a lot of
work went into the preparation of their pitch and each of them had
very deserving projects. 
 
Alana & Penny attended the event on behalf of the Community
Futures Offices and presented our large $1000 cheque (to be
replaced by a size more acceptable at the bank).

We hope to see the continuation of this incredible evening. To Kim
Lavallee and your staff, kudos for creating an atmosphere that made
everyone feel like Stars! To Jan from Tornadoes, Darren & Lori of
Portage Supermarket and Rhonda at What’s the Scoop for the
incredible meal, and anyone else who had a part to play in making this
event another huge success.   

Above: Portage Learning and Literacy Centre, applied to the program
to help provide food security for their students and clients and to help
ease that worry for them.

Below: Saint Nicholas Ukrainian Orthodox Church, for the Ukrainian
Cultural Centre.



Above: Entrepreneur Mental Health Association - Kennedy Hardinge
established this organization in 2022 to provide resources and mental
health support for women in business and this prize helps her and her
team achieve more by providing support for business owners who
don’t receive EI benefits when on maternity leave.



Below: Child and Family Services entered the competition to help to
support “Chance 2” Programs













World Trade Centre Webinars



The World Trade Centre Winnipeg has many webinars for
Entrepreneurs; from Supplier Identification, Predicting Revenue, and
Navigating Amazon. Click HERE to see their entire lineup of excellent
seminars.

Want to sign up for our
newsletters?
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