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Community Futures Winnipeg River 
(CFWR) is a community-based, 
regional economic development 
organization serving the North 
Eastman region of Manitoba. We 
are one of 16 Community Futures 
Development Corporations (CFDC’s) 
in Manitoba and are funded 
primarily by Western Economic 
Diversification Canada (WD). 

4 Park Avenue (Box 505)
Lac du Bonnet, MB R0E 1A0

TEL  204.345.8691 / 888.298.9023
FAX  204.345.6334

info@cfwr.mb.ca
www.cfwr.mb.ca

RETHINK THE WAY YOU NETWORK
     Everyone has heard of networking 
but are you networking effectively 
to achieve the desired results? 
Professional networking is essential 
in order to grow a successful 
business. Whether it be networking 
with customers, suppliers or other 
entrepreneurs both locally and 
globally, you never know where that 
contact may lead. Networking can 
open doors for your business with new 
opportunities and increased sales. In 
rural Manitoba there are opportunities 
to network with other local businesses, 
but networking beyond your local area 
can be a bit more challenging.
     Do you want more customers? Are 
you looking to expand your business 
into new markets? Belonging to a 
Business Network International (BNI) 
chapter might be just what you need 
to take your business to the next level. 
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     BNI is a professional networking 
organization that has chapters 
around the world and offers word-
of-mouth referral marketing. There 
is only one person per profession in 
each chapter. Belonging to BNI is like 
having dozens of salespeople working 
for you because all of your fellow 
members are carrying your business 
cards. Every member of the chapter 
is responsible for bringing business 
referrals to the other members by 
handing out their business cards and 
recommending the other members 
to their contacts whenever possible. 
As a member, you also have access 
to the BNI global network so if you 
are looking to expand business to 
anywhere else in the world, you can 
contact a local chapter there and 
they can assist you with obtaining the 
necessary contacts.

Cont’d on page 2... 

FREE Wine & Cheese Small Business Week Event 

Keynote Speaker:

Denis Hamel of BNI 
(Business Network 
Initernational) 
Manitoba

WHO:WHAT: WHERE: RSVP:
FREE Wine & 
Cheese Business 
Networking 
Event. Featuring 
a presentation by 
BNI on the “Art 
of Professional 
Networking” 

WHEN:
Wednesday
October 19, 2016 
from 6 - 9:30 pm

Doors open at 6 pm, 
Keynote Speaker at 
7 pm followed by 
short presentation

Brokenhead River 
Community Hall 
(Beausejour Room) 
located at 360 
Veterans Lane in 
Beausejour

Please RSVP to 
Kandace by October 
17th by email at 
info@cfwr.mb.ca 
or by phone at 
204.345.8691

RETHINK THE WAY YOU NETWORK
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     Other benefits of BNI are that it helps you fine tune your 
presentation skills, become a resource for your customers, learn 
to “work” a trade show, gain valuable feedback and learn new 
sales techniques. The possibilities for you and your business are 
endless.  
     Community Futures Winnipeg River is gauging interest to 
see if there is demand to start a local BNI chapter in eastern 
Manitoba. This would be the first of its kind in rural Manitoba. 
A free professional networking workshop along with an 
information session on BNI will be held on October 19 at the 
Brokenhead River Community Hall in Beausejour.  Interested 
participants are asked to contact CFWR for more information at 
(204) 345-8691. More information will be advertised closer to 
the date. To learn more about BNI please visit 
www.bnicanada.ca.    

RETHINK THE WAY YOU THINK, cont’d...



RESOURCES
Available through Community 
Futures Winnipeg River

Marketing
 ¬ Social Marketing Strategy & 

Planning Kit
 ¬ Twitter Marketing Tips
 ¬ 101 Tips to Grow Your Website 

Traffic
 ¬ Pinterest for Business
 ¬ The Essential Guide to Social 

Media Advertising
 ¬ How to Create the Perfect Post
 ¬ Guide to Creating a Social Media 

Strategy
 ¬ How to Use LinkedIn
 ¬ How to Create Facebook Ads
 ¬ 12 Basic Tips to Master your 

Instagram Marketing Strategy
 ¬ How to Cultivate Loyal Customers 

with Social Media
 ¬ 13 Instagram Marketing Tips from 

the Experts

Non-Profit/Business
 ¬ Fundraising Planning Calendar
 ¬ Annual Fundraising Plan Template
 ¬ Revenue Generating Planning 

Template
 ¬ 2016 Master Database of Various 

Grants / Funds (Please contact us 
 ¬ How to Register your Business, 

Non-Profit or Charity
 ¬ Strategic and Operational Planning 

Templates
 ¬ Constitution and By-Laws 

Template
 ¬ Non-Profit Revenue Generating 

Template
 ¬ Business Plan Template

And many more to help develop or 
enhance your business/organization. 
Let us know what you are looking for.

COMPLIMENTARY
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DO YOU HAVE A 
GREAT IDEA OR 

PRODUCT? 

Beausejour & District Chamber of Commerce 
Box 224, Beausejour, MB R0E 0C0 (204)268.3502 

beausejourchamber@gmail.com 
www.ourhomeyourhome.ca 

 
2nd Annual Beausejour  

& District 
Dragons’ Den 

 

Friday October 21, 2016 
 

École Edward Schreyer School Auditorium 
Doors open @ 6:30 PM        1st @ Pitch 7:00 

 

Admission: $5.00 
  Audience can vote for your favourite “Pitch” 

 

We are looking for entrepreneurs pitching their 
business idea in order to secure investment finance 

from a panel of Dragons. 
 

Open to Youth & Adults. 
For an application or information, please contact 

         the Chamber at 204-268-3502 or beausejourchamber@gmail.com 

  

“FAILING TO PLAN IS 
PLANNING TO FAIL.” 

- ALAN LAKEIN

Friday, November 4, 2016



Need help attracting 
business development 
and investors to your 

community?

Want to be better 
prepared to respond to 
opportunities for local 

economic development?
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The Beausejour Brokenhead Development 
Corporation is hosting a 2 day training session 
November 29-30, 2016 at South Beach Casino 
(35 min north of Winnipeg on Highwy 59).  

This workshop is specially designed for local 
economic development practitioners, CAO’s, 
Chambers of Commerce and other business 
development agencies. The session is titled “Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) Training”
but the strategies you will learn can be applied 
to attract business and investment within local, 
regional, provincial, national, and/or foreign contexts.  
Learning participants will better understand:

 » Motives of investors and the process of 
investment.

 » The role of site selector, what they are looking for, 
and the information they require.

 » What communities can do to improve readiness 
and to better attract and target investors/
businesses.

 » How to work to retain companies in your area.

The training will be provided by CAI Global Group, 
a specialized consulting firm with over 30 years 
experience in investment projects including financial 
incentives, site selection, and business strategies on 
the retention, expansion and attraction of investment 
projects for multinational, national and domestic 
companies.

Attending this workshop will increase your ability 
to identify and capitalize on opportunities for 
economic development in your area. Please see 
the attached Agenda and Registration Form for more 
information on training content.  

Questions can be directed to:
Anna Mondor, Marketing Director
Beausejour Brokenhead Development Corp.
bbdc@townofbeausejour.com or 204.268.7556.  

As training is partially grant funded, a minimum 
number of participants must be ensured 60 days 
prior to avoid cancellation.  If you are interested 
in attending, please register or express interest to 
Anna by September 30, 2016.  
Note: Payment can be made after this date.

Special thanks to Invest Canada – Community 
Initiatives (ICCI) program, Community Futures 
Winnipeg River (CFWR), and Association of Manitoba 
Municipalities (AMM) for partnering on this initiative.

This might be the training you’re looking for…



SHOW ME THE MONEY! GRANT WRITING TIPS

   Have a new or expanded program or project idea? Need 
help with start-up funding? If you are a non-profit agency 
in this situation, contact CFWR to assist in identifying 
potential funding sources and reviewing your grant 
application to strengthen it prior to submission.
   This past year CFWR worked closely with the St-Georges 
Historical Society to strengthen their grant application 
through the Department of Canadian Heritage. St-Georges 
was awarded $1.4 million in Government of Canada 
funding for the construction of the Winnipeg River Heritage 
Museum. This is one of the largest grants CFWR has 
helped leverage to date and we can assist your non-profit 
in securing the funding you need to move your projects 
forward.
   Before you start writing your first proposal, it is important 
to understand the basics of preparing to write a grant.
   Research and planning. Conduct research and be sure 
the project is viable and feasible before you seek grants 
to fund it. Clearly identify the community need and show 
how your project is the right solution. Involve key people in 
planning.
  Start local. Before attempting to secure funding from 
national or regional sources, start with local grant makers 
first. Local funders will have a better understanding of the 
need and will likely have greater interest in what you are 
proposing to do. Local dollars can help you leverage outside 
contributions.
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CFWR SERVICES:
Business Development:

 ¬ Loans up to $150,000 to develop, expand or acquire 
a business

 ¬ Counsel and assistance with business plans, market 
research & marketing plans, financial analysis and 
forecasting

 ¬ Connections to other business services and training
 ¬ Self Employment Program delivered on behalf of 

Training and Employment Services for people eligible 
for EI benefits or who have had an EI claim in the 
past 3 years or been on maternity/paternity leave in 
the past 5 years and interested in starting a business

Community Development:
 ¬ Strategic and operational planning
 ¬ Building knowledge and skills to enhance 

leadership, teamwork and planning within 
organizations

 ¬ Project development assistance through research 
and planning services 

 ¬ Enhancing regional communication and 
partnerships between communities, sectors, 
businesses and social organizations

 ¬ Promoting the region, its businesses, organizations 
and other assets

   Initial conversation. Contact the granting agency to 
discuss your project before you begin writing. This can 
often save you valuable time, particularly if your project 
is not a good fit for the funding agency.
   Read and follow the guidelines. Read the guidelines 
THOROUGHLY and FOLLOW them EXACTLY as they are 
stated. Many grant proposals go unfunded because the 
applicant didn’t follow the guidelines. 
   Write clearly and concisely. Be clear on your 
objectives. You are writing the grant to solve an 
important, vital and relevant problem or need, and 
this should be apparent. Use simple language, avoiding 
exaggerations and sector specific jargon.
   Submit early. What can go wrong usually does, so don’t 
wait until the deadline to submit. Give yourself at least 
48 hours to ensure you have time to handle any issues 
that may come up. 
   Confirm receipt. Always ensure your application has 
been received. If you submit electronically, the system 
typically provides an automatic receipt. If you submit 
by mail, after a few days email or call the funder and 
ask them to confirm that your proposal was received by 
the deadline. If you submit in person, ask for a written 
receipt. 
   Contact CFWR at (204) 345-8691 or info@cfwr.mb.ca 
to discuss your funding requirements. We’d love to assist 
you! 


